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Why I Love my Church
January 31, 2010


Trailer for At the Movies
Next week we kick off a new series, At the Movies. The themes of justice and equality are not new themes in life or in the movies. They are NOW themes. That’s why we will celebrate Black History Month by using 4 movies to serve as a platform to talk about biblical themes. 

Freedom Writers
Next week I’m using the movie Freedom Writers to speak about What Unifies Us. I encourage you to bring a friend. We will have popcorn and drinks available. During this four part series we will start with a movie, which is a common medium for our culture. Then we will go to the scriptures to see what they have to say about the same topic and finally we will make application to our everyday lives. I hope you will participate in all four weeks and bring someone with you as we celebrate Black History month and learn how we can keep up the crusade for justice and equality.

Update on My Dad
Before I begin today’s message…update on my Dad. Thanks for your prayers for my Dad and my family. You are a life giving community to us. Thank you. Ben and Steve are great pastors to me during this time. 

We decided to write this message together and present it together because of what my family is going through.

Today’s message was one our teaching team felt so strongly about that we decided to end the very popular Lies series a week early so we could talk about: Why I Love My Church.

2010 is a very special year in the life of Indian Creek Community Church for several reasons, one of which is that we turn 25 years old this fall. We see this year as a great opportunity to look back and celebrate what God has done through a faithful community and at the same time look forward to what the Next 25 years will bring.

I want to lead a church where we make it hard for people to go to hell in Kansas City. 

We are all about helping people find their way back to God at Indian Creek. And to live that purpose out it takes every one of us identifying what is in me--what gifts, what passion, what service--will I contribute to help people find their way back to God.

As Ben, Steve and I speak about why we love our church I hope it will spur you to think about what it was that first drew you here. Can you point to an event, or a person, or a message or an invitation? Savor that as Ben gets us started.


Ben Stears
· Good Morning Indian Creek!
· I have to tell you, one of the great joys of my life is being a part of Indian Creek Community Church!
· You know, not a week goes by when I’m not thankful for you. Because YOU are the church.
· Let that sink in for a minute . . . YOU . . . are . . . the CHURCH!
· As lovers of God, when we lock arms together, we are the church.
· And God has given us, the church, the opportunity and responsibility to help people find their way back to Him. 
The Bible
· One of the things that I love about this church, that I love about you, is that we take the Bible seriously. 
· Because the Bible is God’s written word for you and me.
· You see the words: Love God, Love People, Live Out all around here. It’s plastered on banners, promoted in publications, and often talked about when we gather. 
· Why?
· Because when one of the religious leaders of Jesus day asked what the most important thing in life was, Jesus answered this way:

Matthew 12:30-31
· Matthew 12:30-31 (NLT)
“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength. The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.”

· Sound familiar? Love God. Love People. Live it Out. Everything else draws from this center.

Love God
· You were created to Love God. You were created to enjoy God forever.
· And that is why we do so much of what we do here at Indian Creek.
· We are seeking to love God with all of our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and all our strength.
· We are obsessed with God. He’s the center of it all!
· It’s why we do, what we do.
Worship
· Why do we set aside a specific time to gather together every Sunday?
· To worship. To love God with our hearts.
· Loving God with all your heart means giving God undivided attention in your life.
· When we gather, we gather with sincerity and focus.
· Why do we sing?
· To love God with our souls. 
· Music has a way of helping us express the depths of our soul. It has an emotional connection.
· Loving God with all of your soul means giving God your emotions and feelings.
· When we gather, we gather with passion. We sing, we celebrate, and we serve from the depths of our souls. 
The Message
· Why do we have someone preach?
· To love God with our minds. 
· We glorify God by listening to the teaching of His Word, the Bible. Engaging our intellect.
· That’s what it means to love God with all of your mind, to love Him with your reason.
· Every week, we gather here and engage God with our intellect. And He is honored by it.
Serve
· Finally, why do we serve others?
· To love God with our strength.
· There is something irreplaceable about loving God through the giving of our bodily strength. 

· And all that we do here, in this hour together, is just a jump-start to the rest of our weeks. 
· Our prayer is that what we do serves as an ignition for what God does in and through us the rest of the week.
· From here, we go into our weeks owning our own spiritual journeys.
Own Your Spiritual Journey
· Church, 2010 is a year where each of us is being called to take the next step in our personal spiritual journeys.
· That’s why we started the year with 21-Days of Prayer and Fasting. 
· We’re asking God to divine things in our lives.
· But, nobody can take this journey for you. You have to own it.
· It’s not complicated, it just takes discipline.
· You can choose to read your Bible. 
· In fact, if you don’t have a Bible, we’ll give one to you.
· www.youversion.com (Sheila, can we get a screen shot?)
· You can even get YouVersion on your iPhone, Blackberry, or other web-enabled phone.
· You can utilize the “Go Deeper”
· You can choose to pray.
· Visit the Love God kiosk today.
· Every week, there are prayer tools there that you can pick up.
· Maybe it would help you to journal (write down) your prayers. 
· You can purchase a journal today! Get started now.
· You can choose to serve.
· God is honored when we serve with our strength.
· There are opportunities to serve here at Indian Creek. 
· Help in a kidzAlive room.
· Love on teenagers by serving in our Journey Student Ministries.
· Be a part of the weekly set-up/tear-down team
· Serve on the Worship Team or Technical team.
· Dozens of folks are needed every week.
Partnership
· The leadership of this church is committed to coming alongside you in your journey.
· We’ll provide resources. We’ll provide support. We’ll provide challenge.
· We’ll put together the best gatherings and opportunities we know how.
· We’re committed to helping us all love God at a deeper level in 2010.

· YOU ARE the Church. And do you know what Jesus had to say about the church? 

Matthew 16:18
 “I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” (Matt. 16:18 NKJV)

· I want to pause there for just a moment.
· Did you see that?
· God, will build His church . . . in and through us
· And the very gates of Hell won’t have the strength to prevail, to hold up, against the power contained within that church.
· As you lean into God, as you tap into His power source in your life, as we do dive in together, THAT is the type of power that God unleashes in His people.

Ben’s Prayer
· You want to know my prayer for 2010? God, make us rich in worship. Unleash Your power in our lives.
I’m going to pass the baton to our Olathe Campus Pastor, Steve Southards


Steve Southards
Acts 2:42-48 (New Living Translation) (shelia – Can we get all of this text on the screen please?)
 42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals and to prayer.
 43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity[b]—47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.

I too long to be a part of a move of God that is so powerful … so obvious, that  it makes it hard to go to hell in Kansas City.  Something that is so irresistible that people are added daily to the number of Creekers that are finding their way back to God.

Crazy Love
One of the ways this happens is by having a crazy love for people.   As I have studied the early days of Indian Creek and heard many of you who have been foundation layers at Indian Creek talk, there was a culture of crazy love for people, a people obsession.  Over the recent years, in certain ways as a church, in an attempt to provide some structure, the pendulum has swung too far we have become more structure oriented and not as much people oriented.  To those of you who have felt that, please accept my apology.  It was never the heart of the Indian Creek to do that, but sometimes that is totally what it felt like, and I am sorry for that.    

I will never forget when I was coming out of all of these Bible classes and a mentor of mine looked at me as this brand new pastor and he said … “academics are good … but as a pastor, you are in the people business.”   That is one of the things I love about this church is that it has, at it heart, a value to love people even when they least expect it and least deserve it.

John 13:35
John 13:35 says: Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”

KidzAlive!
For what it is worth, This is why having an incredible Children’s ministry is vital.  Can you imagine what it would be like for the Kids of Johnson County if THE place they wanted to be was at KidsAlive because it was there that the felt extravagantly loved on?  I met with a couple this week who are brand new parents to be and they asked me how in the world do you begin to tell your kids about God.  I shared with them a couple of things that I am learning as a Dad, but one of the things I told them was to get your kids plugged into a life giving church, not just for their sake, but so their kids could be with other kids, growing in their relationship with God and each other.   How incredible would it be if the kids where the ones that wanted so badly to be at Kids Alive, that they drug their parents with them.  What it was the common language in Johnson County amongst the parents, even parents far from God, that Kids Alive was the environment that they wanted to get their kids in?   Why?  Because something so irresistible was happening that God was adding to the number daily. 

Along the same lines here, 

Journey
This is why having a top notch Student Ministry is crucial.  The thing that I love about teenagers is their passion.  They have the ability to dream and chase dream that some how as adults we seem to loose in the midst of all of our responsibility.

Listen, student are laying their moral foundation now in middle school.  Decisions that used to be made in college where then pushed down to high school and are not into middle school.  Statistics show that most people who find their way back to God, do so before the age of 16.  

Can you imagine what it would look like if across the middle schools and high school in Johnson County there was a passionate movement of God that challenge students to live a beyond ordinary teenage life.  One that called teenagers not to just stand up for the things of God…but one that made a difference in the lives of others by bringing Heaven to Earth.  Can you image those headlines … “Heaven comes to earth again a group of passionate teenager and the numbers are growing.”  Why?  Because something irresistible is happening in the way that teenagers are loving each other and growing in their relationship with God.

Community Groups
And this is why we talk about being in Community groups.  As we grow larger as a church, we have to grow smaller.  Groups are where the Truth of God word and the realities of life meet.  There are gathering of people, most of them are around 15 people who meet together to grow in their relationship with God and each other.  It is in these groups where life happens.  I think about what Gary and Belinda are going through…and they are pastors so it seems like they have a lot of people caring for them.  Do you have these kind of relationships in your life?  Do you have people in your life who will speak the truth in love but also extend grace to you?  Do you have people who can encourage and challenge you to not just talk about the Bible but to actually live it?  Can you imagine what it would look like if all over Johnson County there were pockets of people who where growing in their relationship with God and with each other and more and more people wanted to be apart… your neighbors want to know what is happening in your house on a Monday night?  The server at Panera where your group meets wants to know what in the world happens in your conversations each week. Why?  Because there was a irresistible move of God that happens when we extravagantly loved people and encouraged them in their relationship with God to live a beyond ordinary life. 

There are some groups filling up so stop by the Love People kiosk to get your Spring group catalog and sign up for a group for this spring before it is too late.

As Gary comes back up, I want to reread the Acts passage and I invite you to imagine with me this same thing happening in Johnson County.

Acts 2:43-47
43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity[b]—47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.


Gary Kendall
Ben talked about loving God, Steve talked about loving people and I get to talk about Living Out. 

Love God, Love People and Live Out--This is the DNA that we want to multiply throughout your neighborhood and throughout the city of Kansas City.

It is based on Acts 2, the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. The pattern is not new, it is biblical, simple and effective. 

What is unique is the passion and dedication we bring to loving God, loving people and living out. What encourages me as we begin 2010 is that I sense the temperature of our passion rising.

Dave Geenens who leads our Live Out outcome at Indian Creek asked me over and over this last year, why I should I drive by 25 churches to get from my house to the Olathe campus when they all believe the same thing. 

My answer was—because of the way we live it out!

That is always the truest test of a Christ follower, do you live what you believe. I’m working and praying that we bear much fruit because

Jesus said, it is to my Father’s glory that you bear much fruit. John 15:8 paraphrased

We are at a historic and strategic time in the life of Indian Creek. I think this year--these days we are living right now--are the most important ever in the life of Indian Creek. Not all days are created equal.

There are two Greek words that will serve us well here. Both words are translated Time but they talk about time in a different way.

Chronos
To mark time, to measure in increments such as minutes, days, years, such as today is Sunday, January 31, 2010.

Kiros
To point out a specific moment in time such as now is the time to begin. When you say, it is time to go you are not speaking about the hour as much as the timing.

Here how this is significant. We meet here every Sunday in the year—even if it snows because your pastor grew up in Alaska. No, we meet here every Sunday because we want to live out Acts 2:42. It is an everyday thing but there are parts that happen on Sunday.

Every so often there is a day like today when we say now is a strategic moment in time. These defining moments come every so often and when they do we must go through the open door while it is open.

I believe we are in a kiros moment when there are catalytic moments that we cannot afford to miss. This is one of those times.

Our 25th Anniversary is this Fall
This is a kiros moment for Indian Creek. We’ve followed a calling of God and we’ve experienced a lot of fruit in 25 years. It would be easy to look for a place to rest.
We started with 25 persons and have grown to over 2,500. We’ve built a great facility and we are faithfully serving this community. We’ve planted two churches Celebration Community in Lenexa and Capstone in Brookside, MO. Two years ago we sponsored a church in Ontario, OR by commissioning two of our staff families, the Vogts and the Teetzens to do the hard work there. We are going to hear from James Vogt in just a minute. And last year we launched a new campus in Gardner. 
It would be human nature to play not to lose now. To throttle back, not take risks, play it safe and just take care of ourselves but that would be selfishness or comfort speaking. And that would not be the Indian Creek way—frankly speaking that would not be God’s will for us.

The Next 25
The more challenging mission, and what we believe God is calling us to, is for us to live out the love of Jesus in such a passionate and personal way that we see exponentially Greater Things in the Next 25 years than what we did in the first.

Helping People Find their Way back to God
As long as there are people who haven’t found our way back to God we can’t be done yet because Jesus isn’t done yet. To stop now would be essentially to tell our city, it is all about my comfort, you can go to hell.  

Instead we want to do just the opposite; we want to make it hard to go to hell in Kansas City because of Indian Creek.  You are here in this moment for a purpose. I believe God has you strategically positioned for impact that is beyond yourself and beyond what you can imagine. Through you people are going to find their way back to God.

I want to give you one example of how God is using Indian Creek even beyond the city of Kansas City.

Interview with James Vogt

Question 1

Question 2
Question 3

What is in Me?
James is an example of a person who asked the most important question any one of us can ask, it is the question I want you to ask, what is in me to help people find their way back to God. 

Find Your Sweet Spot
God gave each of you one or more spiritual gifts, a passion that is a holy discontent with the way things are and unique life experience. And when you live out of the sweet spot where your gifts, passion and life experience meet you will make maximum impact.

I am the Church
Don’t ever forget, we are the church. The church is made up of people. I am the church. You are the church. I hope you never talk about “that church” or even “the church” without realizing that the church is you—you are the church. The church will be whatever we by the grace of God live out. 

What kind of church will we be in The Next 25 years?
The DNA that we want to reproduce and eventually multiply will be way we LIVE OUT the love of Jesus. Nearly every church everywhere will strive to love God and love people. And we will do that well for all the reasons Ben and Steve talked about and more! But the thing that is unique about Indian Creek and the thing that we want to replicate in neighborhoods across Kansas City is the way that we live out the love of God in our community. 

The Culture is Skeptical
Anyone can speak the words, we could reach our community with or without words by the way we love. It is a good thing because our culture has tuned out the church. The culture is increasingly skeptical. The words of Jesus ring more true today than ever, they will know we are followers of Christ because of our love. 

Amy Hercules
Meeting with Amy Hercules, the Principal of Countryside Elementary. The highlight of some of the students summer was coming to Indian Creek for Summer Camp (remember the name). When the teachers talk about examples of who is doing good in the neighborhood, Indian Creek Community Church is the name that kept coming up. So she came to us to ask for help in feeding children over the Christmas holiday. She said I feel like we are partners in reaching our community. That is living out the love of Jesus.

In Gardner Wheatridge Middle School came up some 20 Christmas food boxes short. As they wracked their minds about what they should do they said at the same time, Let’s ask Indian Creek to help! Our Gardner Campus had only been open 6 months at the time but it already had the reputation of being an authentic place where people live out the love of Jesus.

Living Out in Your Neighborhood
Imagine that in the next 25 years, the churches and campuses we launch, each have a thriving community that is rich in worship—they love God and they have as many people in Community Groups as they do in their worship services and they are each reaching their neighborhood like we are in Olathe and let’s say that over the next two decades we start as many as 20 campuses—we can change Kansas City and help people find their way back to God. 

We do this by the passionate way we love--we can make it hard for people to go to hell in Kansas City.

Backward or Forward
We are at this kiros moment because these are the days where we decide whether to look back or look forward. If we look back we can be happy with our history. If we look forward we can be motivated for our future.

Vision (show the American Church Lifecycle)
I’d like to cast some vision for a few minutes. What you see on the screen is The typical lifecycle of the American Church. There is 6-9 months of planning, 10 years of growth, 40 years of a plateau and about 30 years of decline.

Everything has a lifecycle, it is a part of life, and there is life, growth, plateau and decline ahead for everything living thing.

Our Lifecycle
At Indian Creek we beat the averages by growing for 20 years, ironically leveling off when we built phase 3. What that tells us is that many saw the building as the completion of the mission. I kept calling it a “launching pad” but nevertheless we were working against the gravity of a natural lifecycle. You can see what would happen if we tried to just keep doing what we have been doing. A plateau and decline would be inevitable.

A New Lifecycle
However I believe God has a new lifecycle for us and I believe we are already in it.

Sigmoid Curve (Show Sigmoid Curve)
The way that businesses, Not-for-profits or churches beat the plateau and decline is to re-invent themselves with a new operating principal. The new operating principal builds on the best of the past but operates dynamically different.

The new and different for us is to live out the love of Jesus in multiple neighborhoods and campuses. Instead of working to build one campus bigger and bigger expecting people to drive from all over the city we are taking the love to multiple neighborhoods until Jesus comes or we reach the city for Christ.

The Bridge (show the bridge between the two lifecycles)
What we need is a bridge from one lifecycle to the next. And you and I get to build that bridge for the next ones who will find their way back to God.  We are at the beginning of a new lifecycle now. 

We wouldn’t be here without those who pioneered to plant at Santa Fe Trail Junior High, or those who had the vision and sacrifice to help us move from Pioneer Trail Junior High to Olathe East. We were in schools for 11 years. Those who contributed to seven financial campaigns in a row so we could buy land and build the first phase facility here in 1996 laid the foundation for the next two phases. 

Someday Someone will be talking about You
What they really built was a launching pad. We aren’t here for ourselves. Some day 25 years from now some pastor will be talking about you—the ones who asked the question, what’s in me to help people find their way back to God. He or she will say once there was one church in Olathe that started other churches and other campuses who also did the same until now there is a network of churches and campuses all across the city and at various spots across the nation and even around the world. 

Will you Be the Bridge?
The potential is in your hands. The way you love, the way you give, the way you serve, and the investment you make in others will make an eternal difference.
Will you do it? Will you be the bridge?

Partnership
I invite you to become a Partner at Indian Creek. There are packets you can pick up in the Atrium today. Or you can put on your Welcome Card that you would like more information sent to you on email.

Partnership is where we as a church commit to come alongside you and be a partner for mission, community and growth. And we as a church invite you to come alongside your church to love God, love people and live out the love of Jesus.

Go all in

Prayer
