Memorial Message for Paul Kendall
February 4, 2010

Today we gather to pay tribute to Paul Kendall and we’ve certainly done that. Thank you for your presence, your support, your love and your prayers. We also gather to grieve our loss and the load is definitely lighter when shared. You are like a wall of comfort and strength around us to buffer us as we learn to live a new normal. And we gather to learn and grow from a life well lived.
Brad and I want to highlight several scenes that will be teaching points for the life lessons we can learn from Dad’s life.

We gave the scenes titles that summarized different chapters of his life.

1. Against All Odds
College years and first pastorate in McAllen, TX. 

Dad grew up in the hills of Arkansas. He was good at hunting and fishing and he could play any sport but he didn’t apply himself in the classroom. However, he loved people and he never met a stranger. He believed God led him to go to a new school that was in its first year of existence, the South Texas Bible Institute—later named Gulf-Coast Bible College and still later Mid-America Christian University when it moved to Oklahoma City, OK
His first sermon was 3 minutes long. Dr. Gaulke told him that his message was simply atrocious—the worst butchery of the King’s English he’d ever heard. He had an uphill battle from the beginning but that only motivated him to try harder. 
Dad traveled with the King’s Four Quartet for four years. They sang hundreds of concerts. Dad sang the second tenor part. He loved to harmonize with the melody line. After they graduated, Dr. Gaulke told him that if it hadn’t been for the offerings the quartet brought in the school would have had to close the doors. And still later the university gave Paul Kendall an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity. Against all odds he turned a negative into a positive.
While there Paul married Mary Ruth Collins, many said it was the best decision he ever made. 
He worked for Cameron Iron Works—they told him that he wouldn’t last because he was too wiry and thin. He did have a couple of accidents that just about took him out.

He was in the very first graduating class.

A year later he gave birth to me ( the first baby born to a GBC grad.

Gulf Coast School song was Anywhere, Oh Lord, with Thee
After school ended Paul and Ruthie were called first to McAllen, TX, a town 8 miles from the Mexico border. Three years later they accepted the invitation to join the Home Missions team and take assignment in Anchorage, AK. Obviously extremes didn’t bother him. The only thing that mattered was whether God was leading. He set an example for us that no risk is too great when you are called by God.
2. Something out of Nothing

Call to Alaska.

Brad’s part

He went from the hottest place in the nation to the coldest place.

Little church—last ditch effort—if they didn’t make it go—they would close it.

He took the church from 25 to 300.

After the Alaskan earthquake in 1964 They had to worship in a local junior high school.

Sent out missionaries and people going from there to full time ministry:


John and Sue Spear, Mike and Lois Heady, Chester and Donna Meeks, Gary and Dale, Steele, 
Jack and John Nelson and Larry Sellers - 11
3. Sending is the Goal
Satanta, KS and Modesto, CA

Dad moved from Anchorage, AK, truly one of the most beautiful places on earth to Satanta, KS where they moved in across the road from a feedlot with 50,000 head of cattle. It is a good thing that the Pleasant Prairie Church of God had some of the best people in the world as a part of that congregation.

We always wanted the wind to blow from the West. There is a Gaither song that talks about the fragrance after a rain in a positive way—obviously they’ve never been to Pleasant Prairie.
While at Pleasant Prairie Dad believed God called him to be on the sending side of missions. He led or participated in 14 work camps (throughout his ministry) in places like Peru, Ecuador, Brazil, Chili, the Philippines, South Africa, Japan, Korea, Tanzania and Mexico.
Being a former missionary he was invited to speak at many Faith Promise conventions. He claimed he raised over $1,000,000 for missions.  
Everywhere Paul lived and ministered he served in the local, state and national agencies.

Another way he contributed to the investing in ministry side of things was to prepare people for ministry. He was instrumental in ??  People choosing to become pastors or missionaries.

( don’t read the names but for the purpose of counting they are David Alexander, Debbie, Becky, Aaron and Roy Sprunger, Gary and Brad Kendall, Dena Lanman, Roger Taton – 8)
Dad was the most grace giving accepting person I’ve ever known. He would not speak poorly about a person behind their back. He might challenge them nose to nose to their face. But when the dispute was over he accepted that person and would even defend their point of view although he might disagree. He refused to hold a grudge. He was quick to forgive—everyone but himself. He was very tough on himself which was a trait he learned from his mom.

What I learned from this time in his life was the importance of submitting to God’s plan. He didn’t want to leave Alaska but I’m convinced that there was no better place for his boys to grow up. We learned to work hard. We had great mentors and we rubbed shoulders with others in the youth group who challenged us to be our best for God. There are many times in life when we only see the back side of the tapestry God is weaving. Someday when we turn it over, like we are today, we can see how it all works together to form a beautiful picture.

4. Amazing Grace

Roseburg/North Bend Oregon

Brad’s part

Paul described as loving and amazing grace

Paul was the friendliest pastor ever. He would go all the way to the parking lot to greet people. Chester said that they could barely get their car turned off before he was at their door with and umbrella if it were raining.

Rick and Sue Haberly, Kelly and Polly Barcol, -- 4, 23 total from the churches he led. He wasn’t the only one who influenced them.
5. Finishing Well
Move to KC.

I felt like God wanted my Dad and Mom to move to KS so I prayed and invited for three years. I don’t think he would have come until he just couldn’t function without help. He had a heart attack, a stroke, congestive heart failure, had four stints and a pace maker in his heart, he broke his ankle and got gangrene. He had diabetes and with that--neuropathy and charcot feet. He had high blood pressure and was in the early stages of Alzheimer’s.  

He nearly died 3 times. I would say he had 9 lives like a cat but I can’t stand cats so we’ll say he had 10. He wouldn’t give in. He wouldn’t quit. Even in these last days there wasn’t anything within him that would accept that he wouldn’t come home from the hospital. The doctors told him there wasn’t anything they could do for him and he said, I don’t feel that bad. I think I’m doing better than you think I am.
Of course he was ready to go to heaven but as he lay in his bed he said, I just wish I had done more. I just want to make an impact.
He was going to fight for life until he couldn’t fight any more. That day came on Saturday, January 30 at 6:00 p.m. 
It’s been said, we teach what we know but we reproduce what we are.
There are so many things in my Dad’s life that I want reproduced in me, we’ve highlighted them in this service. 

· The courage to stretch for God’s best despite all odds. 
· The ability to create something out of nothing if God calls you to it

· The obedience to serve in whatever role God places you and the trust to believe God is working in ways you cannot see

· The willingness to love everyone and extend grace to all. He was a grace giver like no other. He loved regardless of age, race, or class. He could be a best friend to a 5 yr old, a teen, or an adult. You could be a Christian or an atheist and he would treat you the same. He was comfortable with the poorest of the poor, the wealthy and everyone in between. There was a reason why we sang “Amazing Grace” around his bed after his passing and it wasn’t just because of the amazing grace received but also because of the amazing grace that was given by Paul Kendall.
· And finally, the determination to finish well regardless of what life hands you.

Prayer for a double share of your spirit, like Elisha, 2 Kings 2:9 
I wonder if there are any here today who would want to ask God for a double blessing of the spirit of Paul Kendall. Obviously what we need and want is the Holy Spirit and it is the life of Jesus we want to replicate. But if you’d like to pray a prayer like Elisha prayed, I believe God would be honored. 
We will miss him but if we all live out his legacy then what made him special lives on in us.

Prayer

